
Hello New APWHI Student!

Congratulations on embarking on this exciting adventure and welcome to AP World History: Modern for the
2021-2022 school year!

Advanced Placement World History is a college-level course designed to expose you to the broad patterns of
the human experience. In addition to a survey of historical people and events, you will explore connections and
comparisons between places and time, which is the most exciting part! Upon completion of the course, you will
see how historical people and events fit into the global historical web.

The purpose of this summer assignment is to prepare you for your immersion
into AP World History the first weeks of school by giving you important context
of World Developments before the year 1250 and by exposing you to this year's
theme of Interconnection. You will read about some of the first peoples in
World History and how they created the first settled civilizations, trade
networks, established religious systems and social hierarchies.

You will be digging into the first several chapters of The Human Web: A
Bird’s-Eye View of World History by J.R. McNeill & William McNeill, which you
can find at several online book retailers as well as used copies on Amazon.com.

I will include a list of suggested deadlines for each chapter to be completed. You will not lose points if you
submit your work after this deadline, but I find that they tend to help organize your time over the summer and
avoid procrastinating to the last minute! I think you will find this book more interesting if you are taking your
time to enjoy rather than cramming the weekend before school starts!

Please reach out if you have any questions or concerns! And I can’t wait to meet you all soon!

- Ms. Uhlinger

https://www.amazon.com/Human-Web-Birds-Eye-World-History/dp/0393925684


PART 1: SUMMER READING INSTRUCTIONS:
Answer the questions in about 2 - 4 complete sentences.

Introduction: Webs &
History &

CH. I The Human
Apprenticeship

Suggested Due Date:
Friday, July 16th

1. What 3 learned behaviors are “hallmarks” of our species?

2. What new technologies were developed that fostered human expansion?

3. How did gender roles/family dynamics grow and develop in early human groups?

4. What role does the spirit world/supernatural factor into human interaction and development?



5. What roles/special skills set individuals apart in early civilization?

6. In what ways did the natural environment, advancements in game tapping, and gathering impact
human interaction?

CH. 2
Shifting to

Food Production

Suggested Due Date:
Friday, July 23rd

1. Why did some areas advance further & more quickly than others?

2. What were the social implications of agriculture?

3. What are the benefits and disadvantages of agriculture and animal domestication?



CH. 3 WEBS & CIVILIZATIONS IN THE OLD WORLD CHART:

As you read this chapter take notes in the chart provided. Use the chart below to record significant elements of each early civilization and the
major belief systems that developed during this time. Your Notes in these box do not need to be complete sentences, you may use bullet

points or phrases

BELIEF SYSTEMS: FOUNDING DATES: FOUNDING
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

FOUNDERS &
EARLY LEADERS GUIDING PRINCIPLES & BELIEFS

JUDAISM

ZOROASTRIANISM

BUDDHISM

ISLAM

CONFUCIANISM

CHRISTIANITY



CH. 3 WEBS &
CIVILIZATIONS CHART &

FINAL QUESTION:

Suggested Due Date:
Friday, July 30th

“Most people, most of the time, prefer collective and personal wealth and power to poverty and weakness, even
at the cost of subordination to rules and commands issued by distant strangers” (pg. 43)

● Write a Paragraph which uses examples or evidence from at least two of the civilizations discussed in
this chapter and describe how they support the claim made by the author above. Your paragraph
should be roughly 6- 10 sentences.

CH. 4
The Growth of Webs

in the Old World
and America

(200 - 1000 CE)

Shifts in Relative Wealth and Power
1. What material and cultural factors allowed Islamic culture and religion to develop and spread so rapidly?

2. What factors caused Islam to split into Sunni and Shi’a sects?



Suggested Due Date:
Friday, August 13th

3. List and briefly describe the main challenges to Muslim unity that occurred in this era.

Expanding and Thickening the Old World Webs:
4. Describe the impact of the improvements in seafaring technology.

5. List and explain factors that allowed camels to replace other pack animals describe their overall impact.

6. What is the impact of the spread of rice paddy cultivation?

7. Describe the extent to what extent Africa was connected between 200-1000 CE and the factors that
impacted this connection.



8. List and describe the ways in which the steppe nomads impacted the linkage between
“civilized” societies in Eurasia.

9. What was the reaction of Western Europe to the invasions they faced?

New Roles for Religion:
10. Identify and explain using specific examples how the “portable, universal” religions gained strength and/or
declined after 200 CE.

Emergence of an American Web:
11. Why were the connections between the parts of the American webs weaker than those of the Old World
Webs?



CH. 5
Thickening Webs

1000 - 1500

Suggested Due Date:
Friday, August 27th

How China Became the First Market Society
1. When was Buddhism largely accepted in China? In what ways did this acceptance allow more foreign
influences into China (and what were these influences)?

2. What factors caused economic prosperity during the early Song Dynasty?

3. For what reasons was the Song Dynasty largely incapable of dealing with nomadic “Barbarian” peoples in its
border regions?

4. What were the main results (politically, technologically and economically) of the Mongol conquest/rule of
China (i.e. Yuan Dynasty)?



5. What were the major social and political policies of the Ming Dynasty? Why did they do these things?

The Transformation of Islam 1000-1500
6. List the reasons why trading/commercialization was harder in the Muslim-dominated lands than it was in
Europe and China.

7. List and briefly describe the major political developments in the Islamic world during this era.

8. List and describe the major cultural developments in the Islamic world during this era.



9. Where and why did Islam rise and decline in various areas during this time?

Christendom’s Thickening Web:
10. What two challenges did Western European society face in the 1300s and in what ways did they develop
socially, technologically, and politically? What were the two phases of this development? For each, list the
developments that occurred in each phase (make sure to refer to this whole section to answer this one).

11. How were merchants and bankers important to the socio-political development of Western Europe in this
era?

12. What were the major technological and social developments in Europe during the later middle ages?



The Old World Web’s Pacific Flank:
13. In what ways are the developments in the Atlantic and Pacific flanks so similar?

14. What were the major socio-cultural and political developments in Korea, Annam and Japan? What were
these areas' relations with China?

Southern and Northern Frontiers of the Old World Web:
15. What were the major political, social, and economic developments in the Pacific Rim/“Southern Frontier”?
Why were some areas incorporated into the Old World Web from this region and others not?

16. What were the major political, social, and economic developments in the Northern Frontier (i.e.
Sub-Saharan Africa and Eurasia)? Why were some areas incorporated into the Old World Web from this region
and others not?



The American Web:
17. Even though there were powerful cultures and trading routes/networks, why does the Author claim that
those in the “American Web” end up being less powerful and extensive as those in the Old World?

Analyzing historical periods for CCOT or Continuity / Change over Time is a key skill of the AP World History Curriculum. Use your notes from
Chapter 4 and 5 to consider the continuities and changes that took place in the various Webs around the world between 200 - 1500 CE. To
guide your thinking consider the changes to Social, Political, Environmental, Cultural, Economic and Technological elements in each
civilization.

Continuities
(What themes, trends, practices are continuing between periods?)

Change
(What themes, trends, practices are changing?)


